
  

Happy New Year, to all our families! We hope you 

are well and are managing as best you can during 

these challenging times. 

 

School Closure 

 

As you will be aware, the Government has 

announced that schools will remain closed to all, 

except the children of critical workers and 

vulnerable pupils, until at least 08 March. 

 

The Government has advised that schools will 

receive two weeks’ notice about reopening. As 

soon as we have any further information, we will 

pass this on to you. 

 

Remote Learning 

 

Most pupils are engaging well 

with the activities on our remote 

learning platform. 

 

Please ensure your child is 

accessing their learning on a 

daily basis and if you require any support, it is 

essential that you contact the school office at the 

earliest opportunity. 

 

 

Access to Remote Learning via Games 

Consoles 

 

Pupils may be able to access 

remote learning, from Xbox 

and PlayStation devices, 

using the instructions below: 

 

Xbox 

• Plug a keyboard into the Xbox USB slot. 
• Go to my games and apps. 

• Find and select Microsoft Edge.  

• Navigate to your online learning platform.  

 

PlayStation 

• Identify the PlayStation internet browser 
icon (WWW with dots around it). 

• Press the PlayStation logo on the 
controller. 

• Go to the library and find options for 
games and applications. 

• Go to applications and you will find the 
internet browser.  

• Navigate to your online learning platform 
and log in as usual. 
 

For more information, please use the links below: 

 

https://www.wired.co.uk/article/xbox-playstation-

online-learning-classroom-teams-zoom 

 

https://www.techradar.com/uk/how-to/how-to-

access-home-learning-on-ps4-and-xbox-one 

 

 
 

Please remember to ensure your child is 

always accessing the internet safely and the 

best way to do this is through adult 

supervision. 
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Free School Meals’ Arrangements 

 

Parents who have children in our school, who are 

entitled to Free School Meals, will have received 

their vouchers for term-time via e-mail. We will 

forward vouchers from the Local Authority to 

cover the half-term holiday in due course. 

 

 
 

If you believe your child is eligible for benefits-

related Free Schools Meals, please ensure you 

have applied for these. 

 

Covid Winter Grant Scheme 

 

Durham County Council will contact anyone 

eligible for this support, directly. 

 

Parish News 

 

Many of you will 

be interested to 

know that Father 

Robert, who 

served our school 

and parish so well, 

during the time he 

was with us, returns to Australia this week. We 

thank him for his service and wish him well, as he 

takes up the post of Dean of St Patrick’s 

Cathedral, Parramatta, in Sydney. 

 

Father Paul joined the parish, just before the first 

lockdown. Unfortunately, Father Paul has been 

suffering from ill health since he came to us and 

he has taken the decision to retire. He leaves in 

around three weeks from now. We wish him well 

and pray he will find peace and happiness, when 

he returns to the community of the Holy Ghost 

Fathers, in Glasgow. 

 

We do not yet know what arrangements the 

diocese will make, in light of Father Paul’s 

departure, but will let you know as soon as we 

can. 

 

 

 


