
 
 
 

St Patrick’s Primary School KS2 History 2 year Rolling Programme 
 
This sequencing prioritises coherent chronology and links to the local History of Durham. It uses an organising theme to allow 
pupils to have a frame of reference and consider change over time. 
 

 Autumn 
 

Spring 
 

Summer 
 

 
Years 3 & 4 

 
Cycle A 

2019/2020 
 

Theme: 
Buildings 

and 
Technology 

 
Who were Britain’s first Builders? 
 
 
NC: Stone Age to Iron Age 
 
Focus: building and technology in 
earliest settlements, key features of 
an era, chronology (sequence and 
duration) change over time, using 
artefacts as primary sources, 
awareness of representations. 
 
Content:  

 How long has Britain been 
settled? Create timeline of key 
buildings from history. 

 Show pupils an aerial map of 
Britain today, then look at a map 
image showing Britain’s 
connection by land bridge to the 
European mainland one million 
years ago.  What can they spot? 
What does this mean? 

 Investigate Mesolithic sites. What 
was life like? 

 
Why did the Ancient Egyptians 
build pyramids? 
 
NC: Ancient Egypt 
 
Focus: key features of early 
civilisation, chronology (sequence, 
duration and contemporaneous 
development) causation, use of 
primary sources (supported 
inferences) 
 
Content:  

 Reminder of what was built in the 
UK during the stone- iron ages by 
the nomadic peoples of the 
islands. Investigate where the first 
towns and cities appeared. 

 Create a timeline Ancient 
Egyptians developing a settlement 
and then growing into a great 
civilisation (3500 BC- 30AD). 

 Examine a selection of available 
artefacts and what they tell us 
about Ancient Egyptian buildings. 

 
Why was Roman technology so 
important? 
 
NC: Romans 
 
Focus: the impact of the Roman 
empire, chronology, continuity and 
change (how are these changes still 
evident today?),  
 
 
 
Content:  

 Discover the causes of the fall of 
the Roman Empire and why the 
legions left Britain, the impact on 
England. 

 When the romans came to Britain, 
they helped us by creating roads, 
a written language and coins. 

 Discuss and discover Roman 
architecture, roads and towns. 

 The introduction of the Latin 
language, calendar and Roman 
Numerals. 



 

 Skara Brae – Where is it? Look at 
images - what are they? Discuss 
how the houses here are different 
to the places people were living 
earlier in the Stone Age – what 
has changed. Is there anything the 
same as our homes? 

 What was so important about the 
Bronze Age?  

 What can the people build and 
make now the tools have 
improved? 

 Look at pictures of Bronze age 
objects – what impresses them 
about the objects? 

 Why is Stonehenge a special 
place in Bronze Age Britain? 

 Look at an artist’s image of life in 
Iron Age Britain. What is the artist 
trying to tell us about life in the 
Iron Age? 

 

 Some of class may know why the 
pyramids were built. Show some 
of the photographic images of the 
remains of pyramids – how old are 
they? Why are they no longer 
perfect? Show reconstruction of 
pyramid internally and externally. 
Discuss the key features and 
terms and what items might be 
found in a Pyramid. 

 Howard Carter and the discovery 
of the virtually intact tomb of 
Tutankhamun became probably 
the best known and most 
spectacular archaeological find 
anywhere in the world.  

 One of the most important 
inventions of the Ancient 
Egyptians was writing. They wrote 
in hieroglyphics. Writing allowed 
the Egyptians to keep accurate 
records and maintain control of 
their large empire.  

 
 

 Change to the way of life brought 
about by Roman towns 

 ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: sites 
such as Caerwent and the impact 
of technology, 

 
 

 
Years 3 & 4 

 
Cycle B 

2020/2021 
 

Theme: 
Daily Life 

 
How did the first Britons live? 
 
NC: Stone Age to Iron Age 
 
Focus: Chronology, pupils will be 
thinking about change, significance 
and similarity and difference. Primary 
source use: use of photographs of 
artefacts, discuss the difference 

 
How have the Greeks shaped my 
world?  
NC: Ancient Greeks 
 
Focus: Chronology (sequence and 
duration), key features and 
individuals of ancient civilisation, 
consequences, significance (legacy) 
use of primary sources, use of 

 
Why did the Romans march 
through County Durham?  
 
NC: Local Area Study 
Focus: Key features of Roman army 
and British campaign, chronology, 
causation and consequence, using 
information texts and representations 
of the past (reconstructions, artist’s 



 

between primary sources and 
representations of the past and think 
about what artists base their ideas 
on. 
 
Content:  

 What is the Stone Age?  

 Create a timeline and look at 
pictures of artefacts related to 
the Stone Age. 

 How do we know about the 
Stone Age? What clues have 
been left behind? 

 Where did they live during the 
Stone Age? How were homes 
built? What materials did they 
use?  

 What did they eat? How did 
they gather their food? 

 Look at cave art.  

 What tools did they have? 
What were they used for? 

 

written interpretations. 
 
 
 
 
Content:  

 Locate the key city states of 
Ancient Greece and consider the 
similarities and differences 
between maps of the area today 
and maps of the area in the 
Ancient Greek period. 

 Timeline activity to revise the 
sequence and dates of Stone Age/ 
Bronze Age/ Iron Age with the 
class, add Ancient Egypt and then 
Ancient Greece. 

 How do we know about the 
Ancient Greeks? Look at the 
range of primary sources available 
about the ancient Greeks and 
begin to make some suggestions 
about Ancient Greek life and skills.  

 What was daily life like in Ancient 
Athens? Look at the key feature in 
the lifestyle of Ancient Athens. 
This can be extended to look at 
the very difference experiences of 
men, women and slaves in the 
Ancient Greek city states.  

 Develop their knowledge about the 
way decisions were made in 
Ancient Athens and how this early 
democracy is similar/ different to 
the way we make decisions today. 

views, built models) 
 
 
 
 
Content:  

 Look at pictures of Roman objects 
– What are they? Where are they 
from? How is it?  

 Create a timeline – how long were 
Romans key power in Europe? 

 Who was in the UK before the 
Romans? 

 Look at an interpretation of 
Cesar’s invasions to identify the 
main message. 

 Timeline of events of Roman 
Britain from invasion of AD40 to 
their departure.  

 What made the Roman army so 
strong? Look at their skills, 
weapons and daily life.  

 Why did Romans come to 
Durham? 

 What did the Romans build in the 
North East?  

 Hadrian’s wall.  
 



 

 Develop their knowledge about 
significant Greek achievements 
and their impact. 

 Conflict between Athens and 
Sparta and then the wars with 
Persia.   

 Alexander the Great. 
Consider the impact of Greek 
inventions, skills and achievements 
over a long period of time. 
 

 
Years 5 & 6 

 
Cycle A 

2019/2020 
 

Theme: 
Beliefs and 

Culture 

 
How did the Anglo Saxons change 
Britain? 
 
NC: Anglo Saxons 
 
 
Focus: Chronology, making a 
supported judgement,  
 
 
 
 
 
Content: Pagan Gods – links to days 
of the week 
Growth & spread of Christianity 
Writing – including the Lindisfarne 
Gospels 
Story telling 
Kennings  & poetry 
Anglo Saxon Jewellery 
 
 

 
Why do we remember the Vikings? 
 
 
NC: Vikings 
 
 
Focus: Chronology and key 
features, making a supported 
judgement, use of primary sources. 
 
 
 
 
Content: Viking Farming 
The Viking Home 
Jobs for the Vikings – gender specific 
roles and how they compare to 
today’s culture 
Viking Creation Myth 
Viking Gods 
Viking Sagas. 
Viking legacy – place names 
 

 
Local History Study – site visit / 
mining / village 
 
NC: Aspect or theme since 1066 / 
Local Study 
 
Focus: Use of the historic local 
environment to further enquiry skills, 
develop chronological range and use 
of primary sources such as maps, 
census, buildings and photographs 
 
 
Content: Mining in Langley moor – 
location, impact, how the local area 
developped 
Comparing maps of local area from 
1890 to the modern day 
Who was Tommy Armstrong 
Life for local mining children 
What is the miners gala and why is it 
celebrated? 
 



 

 
Visit/Visitors -  Auckland Castle – 
Saxons, Saints & Stained Glass 
Windows  

 
Visits/Visitors - York – Jorvik Viking 
Centre or Viking School Days into 
school 

 
Visits/Visitors - James White – 
Local History Coal Mining Enquiry at 
Beamish 

 
Years 5 & 6 

 
Cycle B 

2020/2021 
 

Theme: 
Peace and 

Conflict 

 
How did the Vikings do battle for 
Britain? 
 
 
NC: Anglo Saxons and Vikings 
 
Focus: chronology, use of primary 
sources to support inference, 
handling historical interpretations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content:  

 Look at sources from invasion 
of Lindisfarne, work out what 
happened. 

 Discuss primary sources and 
interpretations. 

 Who were the Vikings? 

 What do primary sources tell 
us about Vikings?  

 How did the Viking’s do 
battle?  

 Do primary sources back up 
interpretations such as from 

 
Were the Mayans a peaceful 
people? 

 
 

NC: non-European society 
 
Focus: Chronology – developing 
terminology of periods, 
contemporaneous developments, 
key features of a contrasting society 
and its development, similarity and 
difference to Britain in c.1000, use of 
primary sources, identification of key 
points in historical interpretations. 
 
Content:  

 Who has shaped our world’s 
history? 

 Discuss where and when different 
civilisations appeared and 
disappeared. 

 Build a timeline of different 
civilisations. 

 Who were the Mayans? 

 Look at Mayan leaders.  

 Compare Mayans and Anglo-
Saxons.  

 Why did the Mayans disappear?  

 
What’s in a name? (Durham and 
WWI) 
 
 
NC: Aspect or theme since 1066 
 
Focus: Chronological security, key 
features of an era, use of primary 
sources, similarity and difference of 
experience at a point in the past 
 
 
 
 
 
Content:  

 When has Britain been under 
threat – recall invasions previously 
studied. 

 Create a timeline to revise 
historical periods studied.  

 Look at and use primary sources. 

 Use the Census to look at Bradley 
family name. Talk about what the 
census is and that it is a primary 
source.  

 What was life like for the research 
family? How do we know?  



 

cover of Horrible Histories 
book – ‘Vicious Vikings’? 

 Explain accuracy/inaccuracy 
of Terry Deary’s interpretation 
using primary sources.   

 

 What happened after the Mayan 
civilisation?  

 

 Look at newspaper cuttings and 
photographs linked to the family to 
learn more about them.  

 How did this family’s life change in 
1914?  

 How were people of this area 
involved in WW1?  

 How should we remember 
Durham’s involvement in WW1? 

 

 
 
 


