
 
 

St Patrick’s Primary School KS1 History 2 year Rolling Programme 
 
This sequencing is based on a gradual exploration of chronology from the most recent to the more distant past. There is a strong local dimension 
to enable linkage to what pupils already know and to bring a local dimension to the curriculum. 
 

 Autumn 
 

Spring 
 

Summer 
 

 
EYFS 

 
EYFS link: 40 – 60 months – Maths 

Use everyday language related to 
time.  
 
 
 
 
Content: 

 Days of the week song.  

 Daily recap of what children 
have done that day. 

 Refer to today, tomorrow, 
yesterday, last week etc.  

 Use class floorwork to discuss 
events and activities from the 
past. 

 

 
EYFS link: ELG – People and Communities. 
Children talk about past and present events 
in their own lives and in the lives of family 
members. 
 
 
 
 

Content: 

 Refer to today, tomorrow, 
yesterday, last week etc.  

 Use class floorwork to discuss 
events and activities from the 
past. 

 Discuss family events – 
birthdays, celebrations, 
holidays etc and how they are 
celebrated.  

 

 
EYFS link: ELG EX– People and 
Communities. 
Children know the difference between past 
and present events in their own lives and 
some reasons why people’s lives were 
different in the 
past. 
 

Content: 

 Refer to today, tomorrow, 
yesterday, last week etc.  

 Use class floorwork to discuss 
events and activities from the 
past. 

 Look at pictures of schools 
from the past and discuss how 
they have changed.  

 Look at photographs of homes 
from the past, talk about the 
differences to today and why 
they were different. 

 Invite someone in to talk 
about their life when they 
were younger. Discuss why it 
was different.  



 
 

Year 1/2 
 

Cycle A 
2019/2020 

 
Myself and 

Where I 
live.  

 
How have jobs changed?  
 
NC ref: Changes within living 
memory 
 
Focus: Chronology (sequence), 
knowledge of very recent past, use 
of common words. Asking and 
answering simple questions. 
 
Content:  

 Establish what is meant by the 
term history.  

 What were local jobs in the 
past?  

 Look at what it was like to be 
a miner?  

 Why was mining important? 

 When was there a pit in 
Brandon, develop a simple 
timeline linked to key dates 
such as when school was 
built.  

 What do miners and their 
families do now?  

 How did this change the lives 
of people living in County 
Durham? 

 
 
 
 

 
History detectives – spot the 
differences! 
NC ref: Changes within living 
memory, places in locality 
 
Focus: Use of primary sources, 
comparing to find similarity and 
difference, chronology, beginning to 
explain change and continuity.  
 
Content:  

 What were the houses like in 
my area before I was born? 
Look at both external and 
internal features and why they 
were different.  

 What did Langley moor look 
like before I was born? Look 
at photographs/aerial maps.  

 What is still there now?  
Heritage walk, can the 
children see any clues from 
the past? Take photos.  

 Why has the area changed? 
What happened to cause the 
changes? Link to when the 
coal mines closed.   

 How has the coal mines 
closing affected my local 
area?  

 
 

 
Who made History in our area? 
 
NC ref: Significant individuals in the 
past, local significant individuals 
 
Focus: Use of historical 
interpretations, chronology over a 
longer period, thinking about 
historical significance.  
 
Content:  

 Research the importance of 
Timothy Hackworth and 
George Stephenson.  

 How did they help us? 

 Why are they so famous?  

 How have their 
lives/inventions helped us to 
develop? Linking this back to 
the miners and the local area.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Visit/visitor  
 
visit from a miner or someone whose 
family member was a miner.  

 
Visit/visitor  
 
walk around the local area to sites 
that we are discussing in class. 
Family members of the children who 
can discuss what the local area was 
like, using photographs. 

 
Visit/visitor - Beamish 
 
Relating this topic to Norman 
Cornish  

 a local artist who was a former 
miner 

 an exhibition in Spennymoor 

 they are currently building a 
replica of his house in 
Beamish 

 his son visits schools.  
 

 
Year 1/2 

 
Cycle B 

2020/2021 

 
Why are some places special? 
 
NC ref: Significant places in own 
locality 
 
 
Focus: Thinking about historical 
significance, using primary sources. 
 
 
 
Content:  

 Look at different photographs 
– what did people build before 
I was born? 

 Create a timeline of the 
buildings and discuss what 
the buildings are. 

 
Fantastic Firsts! 
 
NC ref: events/inventions beyond 
living memory that are significant 
globally or nationally 
 
Focus: Chronology over longer 
timeframe, comparing events, writing 
about significance.  
 
 
Content:  

 What special firsts/inventions 
have changed our world? 

 Discuss what 
events/inventions the children 
think would be important? 

 Create a timeline of important 
events/firsts. 

 
What has changed? 
 
NC ref: Changes within living 
memory and beyond. Significant 
places in our own locality 
 
Focus: Identifying and writing about 
change and its causes. Forming an 
interpretation, use of primary 
sources. 
 
Content:  

 Discuss what makes a perfect 
holiday? 

 Look at photographs of 
holidays in the past. Create a 
timeline of these photographs.  

 Look at holidays in 1950’s. 
Invite an older member of 



 
 Why were those buildings 

important and where are 
they? Locate on a map. 

 Look at an old map what 
important places were built in 
the local area? 
(church/school) 

 Go on a history hunt – 
Durham Cathedral or St. 
Patrick’s church. What clues 
can we find to learn about 
when and why it was built? 

 Why is the building we visited 
important?  

 
 
 
 
Suggestions: Cathedral, Durham 
Castle  

 What can I find out about first 
train? What changes did this 
make to people’s lives? 

 Who made the first phone 
call? Alexander Graham Bell. 
How have phones changed? 
Why have they changed? 
Create a timeline of phones.  

 Why was the moon landing so 
special? Who and when? 
Look at primary sources 
(videos).  

 Which one of the firsts we 
have looked at was the most 
important and why?  

 
 
 
Suggestions: electricity, moon 
landing, first train. Visit to Tanfield  

local community in to talk 
about their childhood holidays.  

 What did Victorians do on 
holiday? Look at photographs, 
artefacts. 

 What has changed or stayed 
the same? Visit local seaside 
area Saltburn/Seaham. 
Compare pictures from the 
past to what it looks like now.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggestions: Compare holidays now, 
1950s and Victorian. Use of historic 
environment e.g. Saltburn.  
 

 


