
DT in EYFS 

30-50 
months 

Mechanisms 
Sliders & Levers 

physical 
development 

moving and handling 
To use one-handed tools and 

equipment, e.g. makes snips in 
paper with child scissors cutting paper and card 

drawing outlines of characters 
(like humpty dumpty) 

slicking ‘lift the flap’ flaps over 
images 

safe use of scissors 
use toys and books with sliders 

and levers, flaps and sound 
effects 

health and self-care 
To understand that equipment 

and tools have to be used safely 

understanding of 
the world 

technology 

To show an interest in 
technological toys with knobs or 

pulleys, or real objects.  

To show skill in making toys 
work by pressing parts or lifting 
flaps to achieve effects, such as 

sound, movements or new 
images. 

Mechanisms 
Wheels and axles 

physical 
development 

moving and handling 
To use one-handed tools and 

equipment, e.g. makes snips in 
paper with child scissors 

to use toys with wheels (cars, 
bikes etc.) 

safe use of scissors 
 
 

health and self-care 
To understand that equipment 

and tools have to be used safely 

understanding of 
the world 

technology 

To show an interest in 
technological toys with knobs or 

pulleys, or real objects.  

To show skill in making toys 
work by pressing parts or lifting 
flaps to achieve effects, such as 

sound, movements or new 
images. 

40-60 
months 

Textiles 
Templates and 

joining techniques 

physical 
development 

moving and handling 

To use simple tools to effect 
changes to materials. 

cutting fabric, wool and thread 
 

weaving wool 
 

collage with fabrics 
 

To handle tools, objects, 
construction and malleable 
materials safely and with 

increasing control. 



health and self-care 

To show understanding of the 
need for safety when tackling 
new challenges and consider 

and manage some risks.  

scrunching, folding and 
stretching fabrics 

 
to tie knots 

To show understanding of how 
to transport and store 

equipment safely. 

To practise some appropriate 
safety measures without direct 

supervision. 

expressive arts and 
design 

exploring and using arts 
and materials 

To explore what happens when 
they mix colours.  

To experiment to create 
different textures 

To understand that different 
media can be combined to 

create new effects. 

To manipulate materials to 
achieve a planned effect. 

To construct with a purpose in 
mind, using a variety of 

resources. 

To use simple tools and 
techniques competently and 

appropriately 

To select appropriate resources 
and adapt work where 

necessary. 

To select tools and techniques 
needed to shape, assemble and 

join materials they are using. 



being imaginative 

To create simple 
representations of events, 

people and objects. 

To choose particular colours to 
use for a purpose 

Food 
Preparing fruit and 

vegetables 

physical 
development 

moving and handling 

To use simple tools to effect 
changes to materials. 

cutting soft fruit and vegetables 
cutting with a child friendly knife 

 
peeling fruit and vegetables 

 
mashing fruit like a banana 

 
creating patterns or images with 

fruit 

 To handle tools, objects, 
construction and malleable 
materials safely and with 

increasing control. 

health and self-care 

To show understanding of the 
need for safety when tackling 
new challenges and consider 

and manage some risks.  

To show understanding of how 
to transport and store 

equipment safely. 

To practise some appropriate 
safety measures without direct 

supervision. 

expressive arts and 
design 

exploring and using arts 
and materials 

To explore what happens when 
they mix colours.  

To experiment to create 
different textures 

To understand that different 
media can be combined to 

create new effects. 

To manipulate materials to 
achieve a planned effect. 

To construct with a purpose in 
mind, using a variety of 

resources. 



To use simple tools and 
techniques competently and 

appropriately 

To select appropriate resources 
and adapt work where 

necessary. 

To select tools and techniques 
needed to shape, assemble and 

join materials they are using. 

 

being imaginative 

To create simple 
representations of events, 

people and objects. 

To choose particular colours to 
use for a purpose 

ELG 

Food 
Preparing fruit & 

vegetables 

physical 
development 

movement and handling 
To handle equipment and tools 
effectively, including pencils for 

writing 
Drawing pictures to represent 

food 
 

cutting soft fruit and vegetables 
cutting with a child friendly knife 

 
peeling fruit and vegetables 

 
mashing fruit like a banana 

 
creating patterns or images with 

fruit 
 

Taste testing fruit/vegetables 
and selecting 3 to make a salad 

expressive arts and 
design 

exploring and using media 
and materials 

To safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form 

and function 

being imaginative 

To use what they have learnt 
about media and materials in 
original ways, thinking about 

uses and purposes. They 
represent their own ideas, 

thoughts and feelings through 
design and technology, art, 
music, dance, role play and 

stories 



Structures 
Freestanding 

Structures 

physical 
development 

movement and handling 
To handle equipment and tools 
effectively, including pencils for 

writing 

To draw ideas and copy images 
of structures 

 
using computer programmes to 

draw structures 
expressive arts and 

design 

exploring and using media 
and materials 

To safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form 

and function 

being imaginative 

To use what they have learnt 
about media and materials in 
original ways, thinking about 

uses and purposes. They 
represent their own ideas, 

thoughts and feelings through 
design and technology, art, 
music, dance, role play and 

stories 

 


