
 
 

 

St Patrick’s Primary School KS2 Geography 2 year Rolling Programme 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

 
Years 3 & 4 

 
Cycle A 

 
2019/2020 

 
Climate Zones 
 
NC ref: - identify the position and significance of 
latitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle.  
- describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including: climate zones. 

 
Content:  

 Identify the different lines of latitude and 
explain how latitude is linked to climate. 

 Locate different climate zones and explore 
the differences between the Northern and 
Southern Hemispheres. 

 Compare temperate and tropical climates. 

 Explore weather patterns within a climate 
zone. 

 Write a weather forecast for a typical day 
in your choice of climate zone. 

 Identify the characteristics of each climate 
zone. 

 
Fieldwork/visit/practical opportunities: 

Work in groups to video weather report 
 

 
North Amercia 
 
NC ref: - locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on North America, 
concentrating on its environmental regions, 
key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 
- identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, and time zones. 
- use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied. 
- describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle. 
- describe and understand key aspects of: 
 - physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle 
 - human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water.  
 
Content:  

 Locate North America on a world map 
and explore the landscape. 

 
Rio and South East Brazil 
 
NC ref: - locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on South America, 
concentrating on its environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and cities 
- use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied 
- identify the position and significance of the 
Equator. 
- identify the position and significance of the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night) 
 - understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of the human 
and physical geography of a region of the UK 
and a region within South America. 
 
 
Content:  

 Locate South America on a world map and 
identify a range of its physical and human 
features. 

 Locate the countries and capital cities of 
South America. 

 Compare key facts about Brazil with your 
country. 



 
 

 

 Identify countries within North America 
and states within the USA. 

 Explore the physical geography of the 
Rockies. 

 Describe the physical geography of 
Mount St Helens and the impact it has 
had on the surrounding area. 

 Compare the landscapes of different US 
states. 

 Compare New York State, New York City 
and where I live. 

 
Fieldwork/visit/practical opportunities: 
 

 Use photographs and information texts to 
imagine what daily life in Rio might be like. 

 Identify how my life is linked to Rio and the 
South East of Brazil. 

 Identify the pros and cons of hosting the 
Olympic Games. 

 
Fieldwork/visit/practical opportunities: 

 
 

 

 
Years 3 & 4 

 
Cycle B 

 
2020/2021 

 

 
Rivers 
 
NC ref: describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including: rivers and the 
water cycle 
- describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography, including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade links 
- name and locate key topographical features of 
the UK (including rivers) and land-use patterns 
- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rainforests  
 
NC ref: describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts 
- identify the position and significance of lines of 
latitude, the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn. 
- describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
South Amercia – The Amazon 
 
NC ref: - locate the world’s countries, using maps 
to focus on South America, concentrating on its 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and cities. 
- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 
- identify the position and significance of the 
Equator 
 - identify the position and significance of the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night) 
 - understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of the human and 
physical geography of a region of the UK and a 
region within South America. 
 
 

 



 
 

 

Content:  

 Describe the water cycle, explain what a 
river is and locate the world’s longest 
rivers on a map. 

 Describe how rivers are used around the 
world. 

 Identify the stages and features of a river, 
and the way that land use changes from 
the source to the mouth. 

 Recognise and explain how human activity 
affects rivers. 

 Recognise and explain how flooding 
affects communities. 

 Identify the key characteristics of one of 
the world’s longest rivers. 

 
Fieldwork/visit/practical opportunities: 
River study 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Content:  

 Recognise what a rainforest is and locate 
the world’s rainforests on a map. 

 Recognise the different layers of life in a 
rainforest. 

 Recognise the features that make up a 
rainforest. 

 Describe the key characteristics of the 
Congo. 

 Describe and explain the impact of the 
deforestation of the rainforests. 

 Explain the importance of the Amazon 
Rainforest. 

 
 
 
Fieldwork/visit/practical opportunities: 
Botanic Gardens  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Content:  

 Locate South America on a world map and 
identify a range of its physical and human 
features. 

 Locate the countries and capital cities of 
South America. 

 Compare key facts about Brazil with your 
country. 

 Use photographs and information texts to 
imagine what daily life in Rio might be like. 

 Identify how my life is linked to Rio and the 
South East of Brazil. 

 Identify the pros and cons of hosting the 
Olympic Games. 

 
 

Fieldwork/visit/practical opportunities: 
 
 



 
 

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Years 5 & 6 
 

Cycle A 
 

2019/2020 
 
 

Mountains 
NC ref: - describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including mountains.  
- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 
- describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography, including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade links, 
and the distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals. 
- name and locate key topographical features of 
the UK (including mountains) 

 
Content:  

 Describe what a mountain is and locate 
the world’s ‘Seven Summits’ on a map. 

 Describe the key features of mountains 
and how they are formed. 

 Describe the climate of the mountains and 
explore mountain life. 

 Explore and locate the UK’s highest 
mountains. 

 Recognise the importance of the 
Himalayas for people living in the region. 

 Share your knowledge about a world-
famous mountain or mountainous region. 

 
Fieldwork/visit/practical opportunities 
 
 

Volcanoes 
NC ref : describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including: volcanoes and 
earthquakes - use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied. 

 
Content:  

 Find out about the structure of the Earth 
and label a diagram. 

 Describe what happens at the 
boundaries between the Earth’s plates. 

 Describe and explain the key features of 
a volcano. 

 Locate a range of famous volcanoes 
and find out some key facts, including 
when the volcanoes last erupted. 

 Report on the effects of a volcanic 
eruption. 

 Evaluate the advantages and 
disadvantages of living near a volcano. 

 
Fieldwork/visit/practical opportunities 
 

 
 

European region 
NC ref: - locate Europe’s countries, their 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities - use 
maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 
- understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region in a European 
country - describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes, vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
describe and understand key aspects of: human 
geography, including: types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water. 

 
Content:  

 Locate Europe on a world map and 
identify some of its characteristics. 

 Locate some of Europe’s countries and 
capitals, and find out more about them. 

 Explore different European cuisine. 

 Use key facts and persuasive techniques 
to persuade someone to holiday in the 
Mediterranean. 

 Compare and contrast news stories about 
the Mediterranean.   

 Compare life in Athens with my life and my 
local area. 

Fieldwork/visit/practical opportunities 
 



 
 

 

Years 5 & 6 
 

Cycle B 
 

2020/2021 
 

United Kingdom  
 
NC ref: - name and locate counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time - use 
maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied.- describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water. 

 
Content:  

 Compare and contrast the different 
countries of the UK. 

 Identify where I live in the UK and locate 
the UK’s major cities. 

 Identify physical characteristics of the 
United Kingdom. 

 Understand how people have affected the 
United Kingdom’s landscape. 

 Describe and explain the sorts of 
industries in which people in the United 
Kingdom work. 

 Understand the different types of energy 
sources used in the United Kingdom. 
Evaluate the advantages and 
disadvantages of wind energy.   

 
Fieldwork/visit/practical opportunities: 
Visit to a local wind farm.   

Earthquakes 
 
NC ref: describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including: volcanoes and 
earthquake. 
 - use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied. 

 
Content:  

 Explain why earthquakes occur. 

 Locate where famous earthquakes have 
occurred and find out some key facts. 

 Write a report about a famous 
earthquake. 

 Identify the effect of earthquakes on land 
and people. 

 Identify the help people need after an 
earthquake. 

 Identify how to prepare for an 
earthquake. 

 
Fieldwork/visit/practical opportunities 

 
 

Local area and region 
 
NC ref:  
 
Content:  

 How do my local area and my region fit 
into the wider world? 

 Can I identify and locate the main features 
of my region? 

 How might our region meet people’s 
needs? 

 Is this a place fit for people? (fieldwork) 

 How can I create a needs map of the 
place I have visited? 

 How does our region meet people’s 
needs? 

 
Fieldwork/visit/practical opportunities: 
Dependent on focus of local area/region 
study 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 


