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Message 

We hope you and your families remain well and want to thank you, again, for your understanding during this 
difficult time. 
 
Please find below information in connection with the full reopening of school in September. However, these 
arrangements are subject to change, depending on the situation with the pandemic and any related government 
and local authority advice. 
 
The school will issue its full risk assessment around reopening to all parents ahead of reopening 
and will make this available on the school’s website. You will receive a message to alert you that we 
have uploaded it onto our website. 
 
September Re-opening 
In line with government guidance, we will be re-opening fully to all year groups, from 02 September. 
We are really looking forward to welcoming the children to school and want to do all we can to make sure that 
they, and you, feel safe and happy. 
 
It has been a long few months since lockdown, and a worrying and stressful time for us all. From the autumn 
term, our focus will be on socialising your child into school, giving an enhanced focus to our Personal, Social, 
Health, and Citizenship curriculum. We will also be aiming to address any gaps in core subject knowledge, whilst 
delivering a broad and balanced curriculum, which we hope your child will enjoy. 
 
We hope your child is looking forward to September, but we understand that they may have concerns about 
starting or returning to school. We have enclosed a short ‘questionnaire’, either for them to complete 
independently or with you. Please return this to school electronically, or post it in the school post box. We will 
answer any questions your child may have, via our website, using a FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) format 
during the summer break and reassure children around their concerns on their return to school. We will not 
identify any child, in relation to any particular question. We are sure your child’s question is likely to be 
something another child is wondering about too. 
 
If you have a question or concern as a parent, please email this to school and we will respond in the same way 
– posting answers on our website, in a FAQs format. 
 
A ‘Call Parents’ message will be sent, once responses have been uploaded.  
 
Attendance 
From September, attendance will be compulsory. Permitted absences will be for sickness, as usual, 
and for self-isolation.  
 
If you have concerns about your child returning to school, please contact us via the school’s email, to discuss 
the measures we are putting in place to reduce risk. 
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Keeping Everyone Safe 
The biggest change to the way we will be operating is that the 2-metres distance between pupils will no longer 
be required. Rather, the classes themselves will be ‘bubbles’ and each bubble will not be permitted to mix with 
other bubbles. This is in response to the reduced infection and death rates in the UK.  
 
However, it remains essential that everyone follow the government’s guidance around the following key areas:  
 

 non-attendance if either the child themselves, or anyone in the child’s household is 
displaying symptoms, or has tested positive, 
 

 social distancing, 
  

 handwashing, 
 

 engaging in the NHS Test and Trace process. 
 
Parents can support us in maintaining safety by fully engaging with the NHS Test and Trace 
process. This means, if anyone in the household develops symptoms, you should let the school 
know, get a test and inform the school of the result. 
 
Pupils will wash their hands shortly after arrival at school and just before leaving school to return home. They 
will wash their hands frequently throughout the day, including at key points (e.g. lunchtime). There are 
automatic sanitiser dispensers at the front and rear of school that pupils will use as they enter and leave the 
building. Your child should bring a backpack to school, to allow them to be ‘hands free’, in order to 
use the sanitiser. 
 
Other strategies to reduce risk will include: 
 

 pupils washing their hands before and after each break and frequently throughout the day, 
 

 ‘Catch it, kill it, bin it’, encouraged at all times, 
 

 seating in classes will be organised so that pupils are not facing each other, 
 

 work will be marked after leaving it for 48 hours, to reduce the risk of spread, 
 

 careful monitoring of movement around the school, to ensure there is no mixing of bubbles and that 
staff immediately clean any areas pupils touch, 

 

 resources and play equipment (for break times) only being used by pupils in the bubble and these will 
be thoroughly cleaned at the end of each day, 

 

 toilets will be cleaned after being used by each bubble and only two pupils will be permitted into the 
toilet at the same time (these being from the same bubble), 

 
 deep cleaning at the end of each day, 

 

 staggered drop offs and collections. 
 

 If there is a case of Covid-19 in our school community, we will contact Public Health 
England and follow their advice. 
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Staggered Drop Off and Collection Times 
Only one parent or carer may bring a pupil to school. We will section off the junior playground for 
each bubble. We ask parents to adhere to the social distancing guidelines and to keep their child/ren close by 
them – not allowing them to mix with others, during drop offs and collections.  
 
Class teachers will be waiting for their class and then will invite the children into school. Children should keep 
socially distanced from the class teacher as they make their way into school and should distance themselves 
from each other.  
 
It is very important that parents and carers adhere to these timings and procedures, showing 
consideration for other members of our school community. 
 
The staggered start and finish times are as follows: 
 
Drop Off Times 
Reception – 8:45am – Enter through the front gates and assemble on the infant (front) playground, no sooner 
than 8:40, socially distanced. The class teacher will take charge of pupils, inviting them to follow her into school. 
Please encourage your child to socially distance from the teacher. Leave by the side gate, leading to the car 
park, maintaining social distance from others. 
 
Junior Classes – 9:00am – Enter through the large double gates and assemble on the junior (rear) playground, 
no sooner than 8:50, socially distanced. Class teachers will come onto this playground and will invite their pupils 
to follow them into the school building. Please encourage your child to socially distance from the teacher. Leave 
through the small gate to this area, maintaining social distance. 
 
Infants (Years 1 and 2) – 9:00am – Enter through the front gates and assemble on the infant (front) 
playground, no sooner than 8:50am, socially distanced. Class teachers will come onto this playground and will 
invite their pupils to follow them into the school building. Please encourage your child to socially distance from 
the teacher. Leave through the side gate, leading to the car park, maintaining social distance. 
 
Collection Times 
Reception – 3:00pm – Enter through the front gates and assemble on the infant (front) playground, no sooner 
than 2:50pm, socially distanced. A one-way system will operate. Parent/carer will move forward (into the 
sectioned off area, near the school building) to collect their child individually. The parent/carer and their child 
will exist through the side gate. If you have either an infant or a junior child to collect, you should make your 
way to the next collection area, following any one-way systems in place.   
 
Infants (Years 1 and 2) – 3:15pm – as above, except no sooner than 3:05pm. Class Teachers will hand over 
pupils with siblings in the junior classes first. 
 
Junior Classes – 3:15pm – Enter through the large double gates and assemble on the junior (rear) playground, 
no sooner than 3:05pm (if you also have infant children to collect, these children should be collected first). 
 
NB  

 If you need to re-enter the front yard to collect another child, you still need to follow the one-way 
system. 

 Those with mobility difficulties should contact the school to arrange bespoke collections and drop-offs. 
 We will close the car park during these periods and traffic cones will block the entry or exit of cars. 
 It is essential that parents keep to the times. In the event of an emergency, please 

telephone the school to make alternative arrangements. Please do not simply turn up at the 
school at a different time. 

 
Public Transport 
You should avoid using public transport at peak times, but if you and your child rely on this, please follow the 
government’s guidance. Face masks used on the journey to school must be disposed of on arrival, or placed in a 
plastic bag (brought from home), if it is reusable. Public Health England do not recommend the use of 
facemasks in school. Social distancing, the use of social bubbles and frequent handwashing are the main 
strategies that schools are being encouraged to use, in order to reduce risk.  
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School Bags 
We ask that all pupils use a backpack to transport things to and from school, such as their water 
bottle and packed lunch box (where applicable). All items must be in the bag, to allow your child to use the 
automatic sanitiser dispenser as they enter and exit the building. Pupils will still be required to wash their 
hands on arrival, before departure and frequently throughout the day. The use of sanitiser will reduce 
the risk of highly-touched areas being contaminated as pupils make their way through school. 
 
Breakfast Club 
There will be no breakfast club for the first few weeks of the school year, at least. We will monitor 
the situation and hope to have this facility up and running soon after this. It is likely that we would only be able 
to provide activities and not breakfast, certainly for the first half term. This is because of the need to maintain 
social distance between staff and children and because we would need to ensure that the pupils using the club 
remained in their class bubbles. As advised earlier, the new opening time will be 8:00am. More 
information will follow in September. 
 
After School Clubs 
Unfortunately, there will be no after-school clubs during the first half term. 
 
Uniform 
From the autumn term, we will revert to our usual uniform policy (available on our website and in the school 
brochure). Uniforms need only be cleaned in the same way and with the same frequency, as they always were 
(pre lockdown). 
 
Monies 
All monies (for example, lunch money) must be sent into school in a marked envelope/money bag. 
School staff will handle this after leaving it for a period of 72 hours+ and any queries would only be raised after 
this time. We will not accept money that is not bagged or in an envelope. A school lunch is free for infants and 
£2.10 per day £10.50 per week for junior pupils, except for those eligible for free school meals. 
 
Swimming Lessons 
There will be no swimming lessons until further notice. 
 
Movement around School 
Movement around school will be supervised at all times to ensure there is no mixing of bubbles and to allow 
staff to wipe over any areas of the school building that have been touched.  
 
PE Kits 
We ask that all junior pupils come to school dressed in their PE kits (outdoor kit) on the days they 
are taught PE. Your child’s timetable will be uploaded onto the school’s website before the start of term and 
you will receive a message to alert you to this.  
 
School Meals 
The school kitchen will be fully open. However, as pupils must remain in their bubbles, there will be 
staggered lunchtimes in the hall. To facilitate this, there will only be two choices on the menu – a hot meal or a 
sandwich, as well as a dessert. Class teachers will take orders first thing each morning and the kitchen staff will 
prepare these. Disposable containers will be used and the pupils will be provided with individual cutlery. Those 
with packed lunches will remain with their bubble when eating their lunch. Please ensure your child can easily 
access items in their packed lunch. Staff will cut up the food of pupils in Reception, where necessary, before 
they begin their meal. 
 
Behaviour 
Good behaviour is always important, in order to ensure a safe learning environment. It is of particular 
importance at this time. Class teachers will clearly communicate the school’s expectations associated with Covid-
19 and the school will not tolerate poor behaviour, which puts the safety and well-being of others (both 
physically and emotionally) in jeopardy. Please remind your child of the need to be considerate of others, follow 
the rules (socially distance from staff and distance as far as is possible from others in your bubble) and work 
together to keep everyone safe and well.  
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Water Bottles 
Each child must come to school with a full water bottle. Water bottles will stay on the child’s desk and a 
staff member will top bottles up, where necessary. 
 
Virtual Learning 
Teachers will continue to make use of the website to upload plans and work that the children are doing in class, 
as well as to upload homework. This facility may well be needed in the event of pupils self-isolating, or during a 
local lockdown. Work will be available on the website Monday to Thursday, with Friday being the changeover 
day.  
 
First Holy Communion 
The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle have confirmed that until churches are all open fully, the celebration 
of First Holy Communion remains postponed. We will look at this again during the Autumn Term and 
update you then. 
 
Year 6 
We bid a fond farewell to the Year 6 pupils who leave our school this week and want to thank them for the time 
they have spent with us. We wish it could have ended differently, but you go with our very good wishes for the 
future.  
 
These children received a bible and a holding cross, as a parting gift from the school. Each child selected their 
favourite colour for a hoodie, bearing the names of those in their year group. Our friends of the school provided 
this memento for our Year 6 pupils.  
 
Miss Stephenson, and the Year 6 pupils who have been attending school over the past few weeks, gathered for 
prayer, reflection and a few words some with Mrs Burnside, before leaving school for the last time.  
 
Relationships Education, Sex Education and Health Education 
We will be consulting with parents and governors during the summer break on our Relationships Education, Sex 
Education and Health Education Policy and Curriculum, in readiness for its implementation in September. 
 
Communications 
Parents may not come into the school building until further notice. 
 
Communications with staff should be via the school’s email, or over the telephone.  
 
If a parent feels a meeting with school staff is necessary, parents should telephone the school, in order to 
request an appointment. If we agree that a face-to-face meeting is required, we will prepare a suitable area, 
which will facilitate social distancing and keep the meeting to a minimum in terms of duration.  
 
Please ensure that we have your most up-to-date email addresses and telephone numbers, so that 
we can communicate with you in a timely manner. This will be of particular importance in relation to contacting 
parents in the event of their child becoming sick.  
 
Our primary route of communication is the school website http://www.stpatrickslangleymoor.org.uk/  

Please check this regularly. 
 
Please familiarise yourselves with this information over the summer break and share it with all 
caregivers, who may be dropping off, or collecting children from school. 
 
If you have a form to return regarding free school meals eligibility, please return it to school as 
soon as possible, using our post box, or electronically. 

http://www.stpatrickslangleymoor.org.uk/

