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Dear Parent, 

Following the recent government announcement regarding a phased return to school for some 

pupils, I have been working closely with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Governing Body and 

with Durham County Council, to establish what is right for our school. The Council is supporting 

all schools in the county, to establish a pattern and timeframe that works for them. They have 

provided guidance around risk assessment, designed to put health and safety first and ensure 

each school mitigates, to the best of their ability, risks associated with a phased return. 

Following consultation with staff and having taken into account feedback received from our 

parent group, we have decided that the following approach best suits the needs of children and 

families at St Patrick’s School, whilst staying within all the relevant guidance in respect of health 

and safety. 

Pupils of Key Workers will return to school week commencing 01 June, attending sessions 

agreed directly with the school.  This group of pupils has increased in number over time and in 

order to ensure social distancing, we will split this group into two smaller groups (keeping family 

members together). 

From 08 June, the following timetable will operate, for parents who have returned the 

form, advising the school of their child’s return. Year 6 pupils, who are returning, will be 

taught in two small groups. You will be advised which group and days your child has been 

allotted, in a separate communication, to ensure confidentiality. 

Monday Children of Key Workers Reception Year 6 Group A 

Tuesday Children of Key Workers Year 1 Year 6 Group B 

Wednesday Children of Key Workers Reception Year 6 Group A 

Thursday Children of Key Workers Year 1 Year 6 Group B 

Friday Children of Key Workers Reserved for deep cleaning and 

teachers’ planning and preparation 

time 

Session timings: 

Children of Key Workers 8:30 – 3:15 

Reception and Year 1 9:15 – 3:15 

Year 6 9:30 – 2:30 
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Our aim, in the distribution of staff, has been to keep a small group of people together, and to 

avoid mixing personnel across groups, where this is at all possible. Additional staff in school will 

support the movement of children from one place to another, but will keep socially distanced. 

Following a rigorous risk assessment, we ask parents and children to support us in minimising all 

possible risks in relation to the current pandemic, by adhering to the procedures and 

expectations below. 

Arrival 

Avoid public transport, especially at busy times. (See FAQs on our website for further guidance.) 

Governors will not permit parents on site to drop children off and parents should adhere to the 

social distancing guidance on the way to and from school. 

Only one parent/carer should accompany their child to school and their teacher will be waiting 

for them on the front playground (or come to meet them in the case of children of key workers, 

arriving at different times). 

Staff will ensure that the small group of pupils are socially distanced and will escort them into 

the school building. 

School gates will remain locked, except for drop-off and collection times. 

Departure 

One parent/carer for each child may come onto the playground, at the front of the building, into 

a designated area, that will be cordoned off. 

Markings on the yard will support parents in adhering to the social distancing rules. 

When your child leaves the building and moves into the area nearest the school, please move 

forward to collect them and leave by the side gate, leading to the staff car park. 

Please leave the school site and the area immediately outside of the school gates as soon as 

possible, in order to support the safe departure of other parents and their children. 

Pupils 

Pupils need not wear school uniform, but must wear clean clothes each day and bring a clean 

coat. 

Pupils should wear sunscreen, as outdoor learning will be as frequent as is possible. 

Pupils must bring a clean, filled water bottle each day. 

Pupils should bring a packed lunch (unless they are having a school lunch – which will be a 

packed lunch). We ask that packed lunches from home contain items that are easy for your child 

to open. 



Health and Safety 

If your child is, or lives in a household with anyone who is, extremely clinically vulnerable, we 

recommend they do not attend school at this time. This is due to the need for additional 

assurances around social distancing, in relation to this group. This is something that no school 

can guarantee. 

Before they leave home and on their return, children should wash their hands. 

When you return home, we recommend you wipe over the water bottle your child has used in 

school, with an antibacterial wipe.  

Please report any sickness in the usual way, if we are expecting your child in school that day. 

General 

The children of key workers should continue to be brought to school by one parent, at the time 

previously agreed with staff, adhering to the social distancing guidance.* 

Signage in and around the school will support everyone in adhering to the guidance around 

social distancing. 

If applicable, please email or telephone the school office, after the 08 June, about the payment 

of school meals. We want to avoid handling any monies. 

We ask that all communications with school staff take place remotely (by phone or email). 

If anyone is presenting with symptoms of COVID-19, they should not come to school (parent, 

child or staff member). 

If anyone arrives at school, presenting with symptoms, school staff will refuse admittance. 

*No parent may bring a car onto the school site. 

All confirmed cases of COVID-19 must be reported to school. 

Teachers will continue to support the learning of all pupils, including those studying at home. 

However, with the school reopening to more pupils, the opportunities for teachers to 

communicate with parents will be more restricted.  

Of course, there is a detailed risk assessment in place and a range of systems and procedures for 

staff to follow, in order to minimise risk. As you will see from the timetable provided, this 

includes a deep clean of the school every Friday, in addition to the daily cleaning and the 

frequent wiping over of key areas throughout the day, by both teaching and support staff. 

I have shared in this letter, the guidance that relates to you as a parent. However, the full risk 

assessment, endorsed by the school’s governing body, will be posted on the school’s website, 

before 01 June. 



We know that this way of operating is distant and remote. It is not how we want things to be, 

but we very much hope that this difficult time passes soon and we can get back to the way we 

used to be. 

In the meantime, our responsibilities to our school community remain at the heart of all we do, 

particularly in relation to health and safety.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please email the school and someone will respond as 

soon as they are able to. 

NB – If you have not advised the school of your child’s return and subsequently wish them to 

attend, you should return the relevant form, giving at least 7-days’ notice (not applicable for the 

children of key workers) so that school staff can plan accordingly. The earliest date for 

additional places is now week commencing 15 June.  

Sessions and timings are subject to change, for example, should pupil numbers increase to 

a level that challenges the maintenance of social distancing, or in the event that staffing 

reduces, due to illness or self-isolation. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

P. Burnside                                C. Bainbridge 

 

Pauline Burnside                                     Carol Bainbridge 

Head Teacher                                          Chair of the Governing Body 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


