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Dear Parent, 

 

I write to advise that, this morning, Durham County Council advised all of its schools to delay opening more 

widely, until week commencing 15 June.  

 

Their decision to issue this advice followed a Cabinet meeting, during which members considered the contents of a 

scientific paper, only published on Friday 22 May and they have reflected on this in a local context. I have attached 

the related Press Release, for your information. 

 

Following consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair of our school, we ask the parents of pupils in 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, who have accepted the invitation for their child to return to school, to bring 

them to school from week commencing 15 June.   

 

All other advice in my letter to parents (Thursday 21 May) remains current. However, in response to comments and 

concerns raised by parents following the issue of this letter, I would remind you of the following: 

 

• The school aims to support its children and their families, and whilst we cannot eliminate risk, we aim to 

minimise it as far as we are able. 

• The social distancing of children will be encouraged at all times – but we cannot guarantee this, especially 

with very young children. 

• The school expects parents to follow the Government’s guidelines regarding social distancing, in order to 

reduce the risk of spread in our school and community. School staff will support parents in this, challenge 

breaches where appropriate, and where there is a flagrant disregard, it may be necessary to carry out an 

individual risk assessment that could result in the pupil being asked not to attend school for 14 days.  

• Current Government guidance allows childminders to care for an unlimited number of children from one 

household, as long as they are not also available for the care of vulnerable children and the children of key 

workers. As such, we would only allow a childminder to collect a child from our setting where the children 

in their paid care belong to the same household. It is the responsibility of parents to communicate with 

childminders on this matter. 

 

We respect the decisions made by each of our parents, who are all in unique situations. We appreciate that you 

consider risk and reward and make the decision that is right for you and your child.   

 

In the meantime, school staff will continue to care for vulnerable children, and the children of key workers. We 

remind the parents of these children that they should only be in school if you cannot work from home whilst they 

are in your care and you have no alternative childcare provision that stays within Government guidance.  

 

We regret if the timing of the advice to schools from Durham County Council and the subsequent changes we have 

needed to make, has caused any inconvenience.   

 

Yours sincerely, 
P. Burnside                                              C. Bainbridge 

Pauline Burnside                                   Carol Bainbridge 

Head Teacher                                        Chair of Governors 
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