
Thanksgiving Mass 

Many thanks to all those who came along to the Thanksgiving Mass and the celebration 

afterwards, which took place recently, to mark the service to our school and parish of Fr Robert 

Riedling. A big thank you to those who gave particular support - Bill Wilkinson for providing the 

music, the school choir and Mrs Davies for singing, the children and Mrs Griffiths for reading, the 

children who took part in the offertory procession, Malcolm and the altar servers, and to those 

who helped to distribute the Eucharist. 

A huge thank you to Carol Bainbridge, who provided a wonderful buffet afterwards, in the school 
hall, assisted by Michelle Dennis, Kate Cummings, Joanne Lidster, and Helen Riddles. 
 
Fr Robert has now left our parish and we continue to be grateful for his outstanding service to our 

community. 

 

Fr Paul Hopper 

Fr Paul Hopper joined us this week, as Priest-in-Charge, following Fr Robert’s departure. A very 

warm welcome to Fr Paul. We look forward to getting to know him better, as he settles in over the 

next few weeks and months.  

 

CAFOD 

Trish Whitfield, our CAFOD representative, visited school on Monday morning, to tell the children 

about the challenges facing those living in and around the rainforests, due to deforestation. The 

children heard that an area the size of a football pitch is being lost every minute. With this in 

mind, CAFOD’s fundraising campaign this year is football themed. 

 

Family Fast Day – Friday 06 March 

On Friday of next week, the children will take part in a penalty shoot-out competition, with prizes 

for each class. We ask that children wishing to take part donate £1 to CAFOD’s fundraising appeal. 

 

Ash Wednesday 

To mark the beginning of the Lenten season, the whole school attended Mass on the morning of 

Ash Wednesday. Thank you to all those who joined us. Many thanks to Fr Paul for celebrating the 

Mass for us, to those who gave particular support with reading, serving on the altar and in the 

offertory procession and to Bill Wilkinson for the music.  

 

Lenten Booklet & Mission Together Lenten Calendars 

This week, your child has been given a Lenten booklet and a Lenten calendar to use at home. The 

booklets, organised by Fr Robert, include information, prayers and a range of fun activities, whilst 

the calendars contain different reflections, questions and practical suggestions. Both of these 

resources will help to guide your child through the Lenten period, in preparation for Easter. 
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Pancake Day 
On Tuesday, the children displayed their pancake flipping skills. Prizes will be 
awarded at Celebration Assembly, for the star ‘pancake flipper’ in each class.  All 
pupils who took part received a sticker and a certificate. Please remember to collect 
your sponsorship money and hand it into the school office along with your 
sponsorship form. Thank you for your continued support.  

 
School Football Team  
This week, the football team gained their first 6 points by winning both matches against Browney 
and Neville’s Cross. Well Done! 
 
Destination Judo 
On Tuesday 03 March, Destination Judo will come into school, all classes will take part 
in a judo taster session. Please ensure that your child has their full indoor PE kit and 
water bottle in school in order to take part in the session. 
 
World Book Day – Thursday 05 March  

This year, our theme for World Book Day is ‘Roald Dahl.’  Your child is invited 

to come to school dressed as their favourite character from any of his novels.  

There will be a prize for the most creative costume in each class. 

The children will participate in a wide variety of activities and games, designed 
to nurture their love of reading and stimulate their imagination.  
 

Reception Class –Infant Agility 04 March 
Class 4 will travel by coach, accompanied by their class teacher, to New College, Durham. They 

will take part in an afternoon of sports, organised by the School Sports Partnership.   

Please ensure that your child brings their full outdoor PE kit and water bottle into school and that 

they bring a waterproof coat with them.  They will eat an early lunch, change before leaving, and 

return before the end of the school day. 

Lunch Money 
A school lunch costs £2.05 per day (£10.25 per week, £61.50 for this half term).  All monies 
coming into school must be in a marked envelope, bearing your child’s name and stating what the 
payment is for.  Many thanks. 
 
Fire Fighters’ Charity 

Just a reminder that we are collecting donations of unwanted clothing to support the 
Fire Fighters’ Charity.  They have requested the following items: adults and children’s 
clothing, paired shoes, bags and belts.  Please note that school uniforms, with or 
without logos, bedding and household textiles cannot be recycled and you are asked 
not to donate these items.  Please bring your donations to school on Wednesday 04 
March. 
 


