
Welcome Back 
We hope that you and your children enjoyed a restful and happy Christmas break and we welcome you 

back to the new school term. A very warm welcome to the four pupils who joined our school this week – 

Mackenzie, Brooke, Millie, and Poppy.   

 

Ofsted Report 
Following our recent Ofsted inspection, we can confirm that the report is now available on our school 
website and on Ofsted’s own website. 
 

Statement to Live by 

This week’s Statement to Live by was, ‘I try to follow our school and classroom rules’. We shared the story, 
from the Book of Exodus, about Moses receiving the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai. We reflected on 
the importance of laws and rules, in order to guide our lives and to help us to live happily together.  
 
Fr. Robert 
Father Robert, who has been serving our school and parish since November 2015, will be leaving us in the 
near future. It is expected that his departure will be at the end of this half-term. I know you will join me in 
thanking Father Robert for his generous and dedicated service to the school and parish. He has always 
shown a great interest in the school and has been very involved in helping our pupils, providing support in 
RE lessons, during liturgies, Masses and on school trips, not to mention his work in preparing children for 
First Sacraments and his work on the school’s board of governors.  
 
The whole school will celebrate Mass, with Father Robert as the celebrant, during the last week of this half-
term and more details will follow about this soon. After the Mass, a light buffet will be served in the school 
hall, giving you an opportunity to say farewell. An envelope has been given to your child, to allow you to 
make a contribution to Father Robert’s farewell gift from our school community. If you would kindly forward 
contributions to the school office, by Friday 07 February, we would be very grateful. The gift will be 
presented after Father Robert’s final Mass with the school. 
 
Academies 
As you may know, schools in the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle have been in a position to convert to 
academy status, should they choose to do so. Please find below the Diocese’s latest policy in respect of 
conversion.  
  
“The Diocesan Academy Policy has been revised with the aim that our diocesan schools will become 
academies within one of four Diocesan education trusts by July 2022. Underpinning the Diocesan Academy 
Policy is the desire and need to ensure the promotion, preservation, protection and future development of 
Catholic education within the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle so that it is fit for the mission of the 
Church. There are 156 schools in our diocese educating 53,600 children. 45 of our schools are currently 
academies. The implementation of this policy will happen in two stages:  
Stage 1: consolidation of existing academies and trusts into one base trust  
Stage 2: conversion of voluntary aided schools to academy status within their regional trust   
Whenever voluntary aided schools convert to academy status, they will join their single regional trust as 
equal partners with all schools within the trust. All schools in the region will be included in the process from 
the outset. In establishing these trust structures and having a single system in our Diocese, we aim to 
ensure that the children and young people in our schools will continue to receive the very best educational 
opportunities and life fulfilling experiences, within communities which have the teachings of Christ and his  
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Church at the very centre. A Catholic trust model where every school has its place will mean that no 
individual school will be left isolated or vulnerable in a rapidly changing environment. It will ensure that the 
uniqueness of each individual school is celebrated and the unique contribution of each is recognised and 
appreciated. In order for this policy to be fulfilled, the Bishop expects all schools to continue to work 
together as a Diocesan family for the good of Catholic education in our Diocese. Through the trust 
structures the aim is to facilitate greater sharing, adding strength and capacity to our system and ensuring 
that all schools are supported and included. In this way we will better fulfil the mission of Catholic 
education within the Church.” – Message from the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 
 
Governors will include this subject in their discussions about the future of the school in due course.   
 
School Lunches 
Just a reminder that the school requires two-weeks advance notice of any changes to the type of lunch 
your child takes at school, whether they currently receive a school lunch or bring a packed lunch. 
Foodstuffs are ordered in advance and changes in numbers at short notice present kitchen staff with 
difficulties, including waste. Thank you for your understanding.   
 
School lunch money should be paid at the start of each week/term for those children in Years 3-6. This 
remains at £10.25 per week, or £59.45 for the half-term.  Monies should be forwarded to the school office, 
in an envelope bearing your child’s name and details of the payment made. 
 
First Holy Communicants 
Children preparing for First Sacraments will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the school chapel on 
Wednesday 15 January at 2:00pm. Please keep these children and their families in your prayers.  
 
After School Clubs 
After school clubs have resumed this week, and will run for 6 weeks.   
 
Monday  - Multi-Skills    (Years 1-6) 5 weeks – school restarted on Tuesday 07 January 
Wednesday   - Lego Club    (Years 3-6) 
Thursday  - Football Club (Years 3-6) Meadowfield Sports Hall - sessions end @ 4:30pm 
Friday  - School Choir  (Years 2-6) 
 
Clubs start at 3:15pm, end at 4:15pm (unless otherwise specified) and cost £2.00 per session (£1.50 for all 
siblings attending the same club). 
 
Twitter 
Don't forget that, you can always follow us on Twitter - @StPatsLM - and see some of the things the 
children are doing in school. 
 
Masses and Liturgies 
Our children will be involved in the following celebrations this half-term. 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will attend Mass in church on Thursday 16 January @ 9:30am 

Reception will lead a liturgy in the school chapel on Wednesday 22 January @ 3:00pm 

Years 3 and 4 will attend Mass in church on Thursday 23 January @ 9:30am 

Years 1 and 2 will lead a liturgy in the school chapel on Wednesday 29 January @ 3:00pm 

Years 3 and 4 will lead a liturgy in the school chapel on Wednesday 05 February @ 3:00pm 

Years 5 and 6 will attend Mass in church on Thursday 06 February @ 9:30am 

Year 5 will celebrate Mass in the school chapel on Thursday 06 February @ 2:45pm 

Year 6 will celebrate Mass in the school chapel on Wednesday 12 February @ 2:45pm 

Father Robert’s final Mass with the school will take place during the last week of this half-term – date TBC 


