
St. Patrick’s RCVA Primary School 

NEWSLETTER 27.06.2019 
 
Statement to Live By 
This week’s statement is, ‘I notice that we are the same and we are different’.  We shared one of St. Paul’s letters, 
which explains that we are all God’s children.  We thought about the importance of celebrating the differences, 
which make us unique.   
 
First Holy Communion 

Congratulations to Michael, Jack, Izabel, Adam, Ella, Ian, Christian, Jamie, Vaidotas and Sabian, 

who received the Holy Eucharist for the first time on Saturday 22 June.  Thanks to Father Robert 

for his support and guidance throughout the programme of preparation; to the catechists for 

their time and efforts over the past nine months; to Helen Riddles, Anna Di-Lella and Tamsyn Hill 

for giving up their time to serve refreshments in the school hall, and finally to the children and 

their families for their commitment.  

These children will have their final session in the Parish House this Saturday afternoon, beginning at 4.00pm.  They 

will then take a special part in the Mass, which will focus on their mission, having been nourished by the Liturgy of 

the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist, they will go out into the world and share the Good News through all they 

do and say.  This ‘Sending Forth’ Mass is an important way to finish the programme with the children and we look 

forward to seeing them all there. 

Photographs, taken by Phototronics, have been sent home with the children.  Orders should be returned to school 

no later than Friday 05 July 2019.  May we politely remind you that photographs, showing children other than your 

own, must not be uploaded on to social media, without their parent’s consent.  Thank you.  

Partnership Day - Ushaw College – 30 June 2019 
A reminder that the children who have agreed to take part in the liturgical dance are requested to meet Mrs 

McGillivray at 2:15pm, at the main entrance of Ushaw College, so that the group can be taken to the appropriate 

room, and be ready for their performance at 2:30pm. 

Afterschool Clubs 

With the exception of Football (Tuesday) and Cricket (Thursday), all other after school clubs finish at 4:15pm, please 

ensure that an adult, with the authority to collect your child, arrives promptly at school to take your child home. 

Thank you. 
 

Sports’ Afternoon  

Our Annual Sports’ Day takes place from 1:30pm on Friday 05 July, weather permitting.  Everyone is welcome to 

attend.  Refreshments, tea and coffee will be on sale and you are welcome to bring a picnic. 

Please provide your child with a tee shirt in the colour of the house team to which they belong (your child knows the 

colour of the house to which they belong).  If you are not able to do this, we will provide them with a coloured band 

to wear.  Thank you for your assistance. 

KS1 Class Trip –  Monday 15 July 2019 

Arrangements have been made for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 to visit the Botanic Gardens. 

Your child should wear suitable outdoor clothing, (long trousers, no jeans), a school jumper, sensible shoes, a sun 
hat and a waterproof coat. Please ensure that sun cream has been applied, before the start of the school day. The 
children will leave school at 9:30am and will return before the end of the school day.  

Pupils who usually receive a school lunch will be provided with a packed lunch from school.   



  

 

Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly – 2:30pm  Tuesday 16 July 2019  

Everyone welcome to attend the leavers’ assembly, which will be followed by refreshments. 

 

Breakfast Club 

Please note that children should not be left in the reception area unattended, prior to 7:45am, as staff are not 

available to supervise them before this time. 

 

Reporting Absences and General Messages 

Opening the school doors at 8:50am is really helpful in ensuring lessons get off to a crisp start each morning.  School 

office staff are not available to deal with enquiries from parents during this time.  We ask that adults, other than 

staff, are not in the entrance area during this time. 

If you have any messages that you would like to pass onto class teachers, please leave a voicemail on the school 

telephone, or give a note to your child, to hand to their class teacher.  Teachers will, of course, be on the school yard 

and available to speak to parents at the end of the school day.  

All sports kits, coats and musical instruments should be brought into school by your child.  We are encouraging the 

children to be independent and responsible for their belongings. 

If your child is ill or absent from school for any reason, please telephone the school and leave a voicemail with a 

brief explanation, no later than 9:30am on the first day’s absence and keep the school informed. 

We thank you for your understanding. 

Lateness 

Parents are responsible for ensuring their child is in school by no later than 8:55am each morning.  Pupils arriving 
after this are marked in the register as late to school. It disrupts the school day if pupils arrive late; office staff need 
to answer the door and update attendance registers; teaching and learning in the child’s class is disrupted. If late, 
your child will miss out on becoming familiar with the usual procedures at the beginning of the school day and 
valuable teaching time.  If your child is persistently late, can add up to a very significant amount of time.  
 
Please encourage good habits in terms of timekeeping and show consideration for staff and other pupils by ensuring 
your child is on time for school.  Thank you for your support. 
 

Diary Dates 
Thursday 27 June - 3:00pm Year 1 Liturgy - School Chapel 
Sunday 30 June - 12:30pm Partnership Day - Ushaw College. Everyone is welcome! 
Tuesday 02 July - Year 6 - Visit St. Leonard’s - using school buses (take a packed lunch or £2.25) 
Wednesday 03 July - 2:45pm - Year 4 Mass - School Chapel 
Thursday 04 July - 3:00pm - Year 3 Liturgy - School Chapel 
Thursday 04 July - Year 6 & Parents - 7:00pm New Intake Evening - St. Leonard’s School  
Friday 05 July - Sports’ Afternoon - 1:30pm - School Field.  All Welcome! 
Friday 12 July - 4:00pm - Choir Concert - School Hall 
Monday 15 July - Reception, Years 1 & 2 - Class trip to Durham Botanic Gardens 
Tuesday 16 July - Yr 6 Leavers’ Assembly - 2:30pm -School Hall 
Thursday 18 July - 9:30am - Close of School Mass - St. Patrick’s Church 
Thursday 18 July - 3:15pm - School closes for the summer break 
Wednesday 04 September - 8:50am - School re-opens for autumn term 
Monday 23 September - 9:30am - Start of School Mass - Whole School. Everyone is welcome! 

 


