
St. Patrick’s RCVA Primary School 

NEWSLETTER 10.01.2019 

Welcome 

 

Welcome back to a new school term and a Happy New Year to everyone. 

 

We hope the Christmas break was a happy and holy time for you all and we would like to reiterate our thanks for all 

the good wishes, cards and gifts received at the end of last term.   

Winning numbers for our Christmas raffle are displayed in the porch window.  There are still a small number of 

unclaimed prizes.  Thank you again for your support in this and all our fund-raising events. 

Family Leaving 

One of our families is returning home, to Tonga, after having been part of our school, church and local community for 

four years.  Mr and Mrs Pulotu and their children will be sorely missed.  Following 5:00pm Mass on Saturday evening 

(19 January), there will be a gathering in the school hall, in order to say farewell and everyone is welcome to attend.    

Parking 

Despite previous reminders, parents (particularly those dropping children off to Breakfast Club) continue to use the 

staff car park.  It puts the safety of others at risk to use such a small car park, with no turning point, to drop children 

off at school.  In addition, cars that are using the car park legitimately are at risk of damage, as parents make a 

number of manoeuvres to exit the car park.  

As has been said in the past, our insurance does not cover parental parking and any potential claims, following an 

accident involving a parent’s car, would be made against their own insurance.   

Statement to Live By 

This week’s statement was ‘I know we are happiest when we are united.’  We listened to a reading from the Acts of 

the Apostles and the ways in which the friends of Jesus lived harmoniously together, praying together often and 

sharing all they had.  We reflected on the ways in which our school follows this example.     

Health and Fitness Programme 

 

This Spring Term, Classes 2 and 3 (Years 1-4) are taking part in a health and fitness programme, 

as part of their P.E. lessons.  

 

In addition, a weekly after-school session is available for Years 1 to 4, between 3:15pm and 

4:15pm from Wednesday 16 January. The programme has been organised by the School Sports 

Partnership and will run for 12 weeks (both lessons and the after-school sessions). Maximum of 

25 places available. 

 
School Dinners 

A reminder that school dinners are currently £2.05 per day (£10.25 per week) for all Key Stage 2 pupils. Payment 

should be sent into school with your child, each Monday morning. For those parents who wish to pay half termly, the 

amount payable for this half term is £59.45. 

All monies sent into school should be in an envelope, bearing your child’s name, with a note as to what the payment is 
for. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Dance Festival 
 

Just a reminder that children in Class 1 (Years 5 & 6) and Class 4 (Reception) will be 

taking part in a Dance Festival at the Gala Theatre in Durham on Monday 18 March 12:30pm 
– 13:40pm. Other schools will be taking part and tickets may sell out quickly. Tickets can still 

be purchased (£5.00 each) by contacting Mrs Pattinson at the School Office until Friday 11 
January 2019. After this time, please contact the Gala Theatre Box Office to check availability.  

The Gala will then release any remaining tickets for sale to the public from 9:00am on Monday 
21 January 2019.  

 
Half-Term Curriculum Overview 

An overview of your child’s learning objectives for this half term will be issued tomorrow (via the same means you 

receive the school newsletter), and then posted on the school’s website. This information will include confirmation of 

your child’s ‘P.E. days’ (when their kits must be in school) and the dates homework is both issued and due back. 

First Reconciliation  

 

Our pupils preparing for First Sacraments will be receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the 

first time in St. Patrick’s Church on Tuesday 15 January, from 5:30pm.  The children will then join in 
the celebration of Mass.  This begins at 6:30pm. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 
 
Masses and Liturgies 

Please find below details of celebrations for this half term. 

Wednesday 16 January  Mass in the school chapel  Year 5  2:45pm 

Thursday 17 January  Mass in church    Y3/4  9:30am 

Thursday 17 January  Mass in the school chapel  Year 6  2:45pm 

Wednesday 23 January  Liturgy in the school chapel  Year 3  3:00pm 

Thursday 24 January  Liturgy in the school chapel  Year 4  3:00pm 

Wednesday 30 January  Liturgy in the school chapel  Year 1  3:00pm 

Thursday 31 January  Mass in church    YR/Y1/Y2 9:30am 

Thursday 31 January  Liturgy in the school chapel  Year 2  3:00pm 

Wednesday 06 February  Liturgy in the school chapel  Reception 3:00pm 

Everyone is welcome to attend.   

 

I would like my child (Years 1-4) to attend the after-school health and fitness sessions this term, beginning 

Wednesday 16 January. 

Child………………………………………………………Parent’s Name…………………………………………… 

Parent’s Signature……………………………………………………… 


